
Sheepscot River
This majestic river, which lies in the heart of the 
midcoast, has been and continues to be a vital artery 
for working waterfronts, critical habitat for sea-run 
fish species such as the endangered Atlantic salmon, 
and a source of recreation and reflection for the 
communities it has defined.
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The nexus between land and water is a critical consider-
ation that informs the goals of our 30x30 initiative as we 
work to protect 30,000 acres of the midcoast by 2030. The 

wild landscapes of this region that shape our quality of life are 
mere remnants of a broader bioregion that once connected the 
coastal regions along the Atlantic coast to the boreal forest that 
stretches from Maine across Canada. What continues to make 
these systems thrive is the connection between the land and wa-
ter, which supports the forests, plants, wildlife, fish and other 
aquatic life that all contribute to a rich and diverse ecosystem. 

Land protection, right now, is the most effective way to 
protect water quality. Protecting riparian buffers along the 
Sheepscot River helps to provide shade and regulate the water 
temperature to ensure cool water for the endangered Atlantic 
salmon. Protecting upland areas and wetlands conserves  
seeps and small streams that are cold water inputs into our riv-
ers and helps slow polluted water and sediments from
fouling our waters.  

The ecosystem services provided by these lands are vital com-
ponents of keeping our wild spaces, favorite hunting and fish-
ing spots, trails, and swimming holes vibrant and rich with 
plants, fish, and wildlife. We do our part to assist those natural 
processes by monitoring the health of our waters and restoring 
the landscape. We monitor the water quality in the Sheepscot 
River, Damariscotta Lake, and Medomak River watersheds, 
ensuring clean water for fish and shellfish, and supporting our 
working waterfront community. We fight back invasive aquatic 
plants, work with landowners to prevent polluted stormwater 
runoff from their homes, and conduct the science-based re-
search that will protect our valued coastal waters from the im-
pacts of a changing climate.

Land, water, and community are all connected. At Midcoast 
Conservancy, we work every day to protect and enrich each 
one of those pillars, and we hope you will join us in our en-
deavors to maintain our quality of life in midcoast Maine.  

L A N D. WAT E R .  CO M M U N I T Y.  T H E  T H R E E  P I L L A R S  T H AT  A R E  AT  T H E  CO R E  O F  O U R  M I S S I O N  AT
 M I D COA S T  CO N S E R VA N C Y  A N D  D E F I N E  T H E  A P P R OAC H  W E  TA K E  TO WA R D  S E R V I N G  T H E

 CO M M U N I T Y — B OT H  N AT U R A L  A N D  H U M A N — O N  T H E  M I D COA S T.

A  H o l i s t i c  A p p r o a c h  t o 
C o n s e r vat i o n  I n  t h e  M i d c o a s t
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By  Pete Nichols,  Executive Direc tor  & Buck O'Herin,  Board President
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The mission of Midcoast Conservancy is to protect and 
restore vital lands and waters on a scale that matters.

W E  E N V I S I O N  A  W O R L D  W H E R E  O U R  L A N D S  A N D  WAT E R S  A R E 
H E A LT H Y  A N D  P R OT E C T E D  A N D  W H E R E  N AT U R E  O CC U P I E S  A 
P L AC E  O F  C E N T R A L  I M P O R TA N C E  I N  E V E RY  P E R S O N ’S  L I F E .

A HOLISTIC APPROACH TO CONSERVATION IN THE MIDCOAST

NEW FACES AT MIDCOAST CONSERVANCY

COUNCIL CORNER
     Damariscotta Lake
     Medomak Valley
     Sheepscot Headwaters
     Sheepscot Valley
     Hidden Valley Nature Center

ROLAND S. BARTH WELCOME CENTER

SUMMER EVENTS

THE CHANGING CLIMATE OF MIDCOAST'S WATERS 

PROTECT THE LAND, PROTECT THE WATER

PROTECTING YOUR RIGHT TO CLEAN WATER

SPIRIT OF THE NORTH: The Common Loon's Story of Recovery

THE SHEEPSCOT RIVER COLLABORATIVE

SHEEPSCOT RIVER MAP

ATLANTIC SALMON

FILTER-FEEDING SUPERHEROES

REWILDING THE MIDCOAST

PLANNING FOR WHEN, NOT IF

DONOR APPRECIATION

GET INVOLVED: Your Support Matters

Newsletter Design: Jess Ruhlin Donohoe

dive into our water issue!
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MELISSA COTE   
Sheepscot River Watershed Manager
Melissa is originally from Massachusetts, and found a second home in Maine where 
her grandfather grew up. After obtaining her Master of Science degree in oceanogra-
phy from the University of Connecticut, she worked for two environmental nonprofits 
where she found her true passion in conservation work. She made Maine her forever 
home in January 2020 when she moved to the Midcoast region to work for the 
Department of Marine Resources, where she monitored water quality for the Bureau of 
Public Health. 

AMY C A ZIER  
MCC Environmental Water Steward
Amy grew up exploring Colorado’s Rocky 
Mountains before heading to Michigan 
to earn a Bachelor’s degree in Biology at 
Kalamazoo College where her fascination 
for plants and insects developed. She is 
serving as the MCC Environmental Steward 
for Midcoast Conservancy’s water team 
and will be helping to manage volunteers 
dedicated to protecting the Sheepscot 
River, Medomak River and Damariscotta 
Lake watersheds through water quality and 
invasive plant monitoring. This summer she 
will engage with young conservationists as 
she oversees the Youth Conservation Corps.

MELANIE COLLINS   
MCC Environmental Community Steward
Melanie is serving this year as the MCC 
Community Environmental Steward, 
focused primarily on work at Hidden Valley 
Nature Center in Jefferson. After growing 
up in Beverly, MA, Melanie earned a BA 
in Biology from the College of the Holy 
Cross; her junior year, she studied Wildlife 
Management through a School for Field 
Studies program in Kimana, Kenya and 
Rhotia, Tanzania with a focus on giraffe 
behavior. Melanie spent a few years in Port-
land between seasons as a marine science 
educator in California and a sea kayak guide 
in Washington.

SKYE C AHOON   
MCC Environmental Land Steward
Skye joins Midcoast Conservancy as the 
2022 MCC Land Environmental Stew-
ard. She is tasked with a range of duties 
centered around land protection including 
landowner outreach, stewarding conserved 
lands, and coordinating educational events. 
Skye grew up in southeastern Massachu-
setts and received her Bachelor’s degree in 
Zoology and minor in Psychology from the 
University of Maine, Orono.

N e w  Fa c e s  at  M i d c o a s t  C o n s e r va n cy
ANNE READ   
Land Protection Specialist
Anne is from southern Maine, currently residing in Portland. She studied Community 
Development and Planning at Clark University and was involved in land protection 
projects in Worcester, MA while receiving her Master’s of Arts in 2017. She has experi-
ence in land and water conservation efforts through non-profit work in Western North 
Carolina and Massachusetts.

F i l l  yo u r  s u m m e r  c a l e n d a r 
w i t h  o u r  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s !

TOAST TO THE MIDCOAST FUNDRAISERS

LIVE MUSIC, ADVENTURE & MORE!

LINGER BY THE LAKE
Thursday, July 14, 4-6:30 pm
Gather on the shore of Damariscotta Lake 
at the extraordinary Birkett farm. The 
iconic red barn is familiar to all who pass 
by on the water!

MEDOMAK MIXER
Thursday, July 28, 4-6:30 pm
Mosey down to Round Pond for a  
special evening on Muscongus Harbor. 
Get an osprey’s eye view of the  
beautiful bay.

SHEEPSCOT SOIREE
Wednesday, August 3, 4-6:30 pm
Perched above the serpentine  
Sheepscot, this home enjoys sweeping 
views of the water and Trout  
Brook Preserve!

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION  
& MEMBER PICNIC 
Thursday, August 11, 4-6:30 pm
Gather at Hidden Valley Nature Center 
to celebrate our amazing volunteers and 
catch up with Midcoast Conservancy 
friends old and new!

STATE OF THE LAKE
Tuesday, August 23, 4-6 pm
Join Damariscotta Lake Watershed 
Manager Patricia Nease at Wavus Camp 
to learn about the latest trends in water 
quality and ways you can help protect  
the lake.

JA ZZ IN THE WOODS
Sunday, August 28, 4-6 pm
Jamie Saft and friends are back for an  
encore afternoon of world-class jazz 
in the mellow setting of Hidden Valley 
Nature Center’s Barn. Bring chairs and 
cocktails for the happiest of hours!

LIVE EDGE MUSIC FESTIVAL
Sunday, September 18, 12-6 pm
Four Maine bands will give you terrific 
tunes and reasons to dance the day away! 
Local beers and wood-fired pizza will 
sustain you for the duration.

RACE THROUGH THE WOODS
Saturday, September 24
Our annual trail running event is fun-first; 
all ages and abilities are encouraged to 
run either the 5-mile or half-marathon 
races. Prizes, beer, and pretzels will  
reward your efforts!

GOOSEPECKER TREKKER
Saturday, October 1, 9 am- 1 pm
Explore the magnificent Northern  
Headwaters trail system, then gather for 
beer and lunch from the grill at the  
Whitten Hill Preserve, served up by Midcoast 
Conservancy staff and volunteers.
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Damariscotta Lake Watch - Midcoast Conservancy

Medomak Valley - Midcoast Conservancy

www.midcoastconservancy.org/damariscotta

www.midcoastconservancy.org/medomak-valley
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and to learn more about our Rewilding 
the Midcoast program, see page 23). 

Programmatically, we continue to 
pursue land and water conservation 
throughout the Medomak Region. 
In land conservation news, we ac-
cepted a newly donated Conservation 
Easement on more than 120 acres 
owned by Deb Dean in Washington. 
The property includes fields, woods, 
and wetlands stretching down to Hope 
Brook, Little Medomak Brook, and the 
Medomak River, providing a variety of 
habitat types for wildlife. The majority 
of the property will be forever wild, 
with no commercial harvest allowed. 
This will maximize carbon storage on 
the land, preventing climate change 
and providing flood control for the 
Medomak River watershed.

In water conservation news, we re-
cently entered into a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the Bremen 
Shellfish Conservation Committee to 
conduct a rigorous bacteria pollution 
study of Broad Cove—an important 

clamming area that is threatened by 
excess bacteria pollution—and we 
are gearing up for our seasonal water 
quality monitoring program with 
our partners at the Maine Coastal 
Observing Alliance.

To learn more about our events, con-
servation work, and volunteer opportu-
nities, please make sure you follow our 
Medomak Valley pages on Facebook 
and Instagram and visit our website 
at www.midcoastconservancy.org to sub-
scribe to our email list. Thank you for 
supporting our work, and we hope to 
see you at one of our local events!

T H E  M E D O M A K  VA L L E Y  CO U N C I L 
H A S  B I G  P L A N S  F O R  T H E  S U M M E R ! 
U N D E R  T H E  L E A D E R S H I P  O F  N E W LY -
E L E C T E D  CO U N C I L  C H A I R  B E N N E T T 
CO L L I N S ,  W E  E M B A R K E D  U P O N  A 
S T R AT E G I C  P L A N N I N G  P R O C E S S  TO 
P R I O R I T I Z E  A N D  O R G A N I Z E  O U R 
V O LU N T E E R  CO U N C I L’S  E F F O R TS  F O R 
T H E  Y E A R . 

W H I L E  W E  C E L E B R AT E  S U CC E S S -
F U L LY  R E M O V I N G  H Y D R I L L A ,  A N D 
CO N T I N U E  E F F O R TS  TO  P R E V E N T 
OT H E R  I N VA S I V E  AQ UAT I C  P L A N TS 
A N D  TO  M I T I G AT E  T H R E ATS  TO 
WAT E R  Q UA L I T Y  I N  DA M A R I S COT TA 
L A K E ,  T H E R E ’S  A N OT H E R  CO N C E R N 
F O R  T H O S E  W H O  LO V E  T H E  L A K E . 
S I N C E  T H E  O N S E T  O F  T H E  PA N D E M I C , 
M O R E  P E O P L E  H AV E  T U R N E D  TO 
B OAT I N G ,  E S P E C I A L LY  T H O S E  S E E K -
I N G  S A F E  O U T D O O R  R E C R E AT I O N . 
G R O W I N G  B OAT  T R A F F I C  B R I N G S  T H E 
N E E D  TO  E M P H A S I Z E  B OAT E R  S A F E T Y 
A N D  E D U C AT I O N ,  A S  N E W  A N D 
S E A S O N E D  B OAT E R S  M U S T  F O L LO W 
S A F E  B OAT I N G  P R I N C I P L E S . 

Safe boating includes using common 
sense and complying with Maine’s 
boating regulations. Speed and 

distance-from-shore regulations are 
especially important on Damariscotta 
Lake due to its many islands, coves, and 
ecologically-sensitive areas.  

From Maine Boating Laws and 
Responsibilities:
•	 Operators must regulate their speed 

to avoid endangering, injuring, 
or unnecessarily inconveniencing 
another watercraft and its 
occupants, whether anchored or 
underway.

•	 Operators must consider the 
effect of their watercraft’s wake on 
waterfront piers, floats, shoreline or 
other property.

•	 You may not operate a watercraft 
greater than “headway speed” while 
within 200 feet of any shoreline, 
including islands. 

•	 “Headway speed” means the slowest 
speed at which it is still possible to 
maintain steering and control of the 
watercraft.

With over 4,600 acres of surface area 
and more than 45 miles of shoreline, 
maintaining headway-speed-only 
within 200 feet of shore is critical 
to safeguarding those enjoying the 
waterfront and protecting sensitive 
habitat for loons and other wildlife. 
Many navigation markers in 

Damariscotta Lake indicate submerged 
rocks or other hazards, but very few 
markers delineate no-wake zones. 
Miles of shoreline and many islands 
make marking all areas within the no-
wake zone impossible. Boaters must 
take responsibility for operating their 
watercraft in a safe manner. A boat 
exceeding headway speed while close 
to shore is not only at risk to collide 
with swimmers or paddlers but the 
wake, even from a small boat, can 
be a drowning hazard to recreational 
swimmers, and may cause damage to 
docks and shoreline. Boat operators 
failing to maintain headway-speed-
only when within 200 feet of shore 
may not be intentionally violating 
the law. They may be unaware of how 
large or impactful their wake is, even at 
moderate speed. They may be unaware 
of the law or potential for harm they 
are creating. This is no excuse for unsafe 
boating, but recognizing this risk is 
an opportunity to make boater safety 
education a priority.

E D U C AT I O N A L 
R E S O U R C E S :

Maine Boating Laws:
 bit.ly/37YQSIE

Boating Safety Courses: 
bit.ly/3vrpTh4

We recognized the most powerful 
role for the Council is to engage 
the local community in our con-

servation work: to welcome, educate, 
and inspire our neighbors to help us 
conserve the vital lands and water of the 
Medomak region. To do so, we agreed 
to host one or more public social events 
to welcome community members, host 
a shoreline trash clean-up in partnership 
with the Maine Island Trail Association 
(MITA), and to pilot a new “Rewilding 
the Midcoast” program to encourage 
local property owners to adopt na-
ture-based yard practices. (By the time 
you read this, our events should be 
scheduled and posted on our website, 
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By  Brent  Douglass  & the Counci l By Tim Trumbauer
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By  John Twomey
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Some years ago, as our council was 
discussing programs for the up-
coming year, we came upon the 

idea of offering wildlife habitat tours 
in our area. This grew from the fact 
that a number of people in our group 
were actively involved in protecting and 
improving habitat for wild creatures. 
A short discussion of this issue made it 
clear that many of us had done a good 
deal of work on such projects and were 
beginning to see wildlife respond posi-
tively to these efforts.

The logical question arose: Why not 
share some of these success stories and 
strategies?  

The following summer our council 
offered three wildlife habitat walks. All 
were exceptionally well-attended and 
received. Participants have found that 
much of what they observed and learned 
could be duplicated in their own yards 
and beyond. Given that early success, 
the Headwaters Council has offered 
habitat walks every year since and they 
have seemingly grown in popularity.

We are planning two or three habitat 
walks during the summer of 2022. 
At this point, one is set for June 25 
and another for August 6. The walks 
last roughly two hours and there is no 
charge. Check the events page for full 
details: https://bit.ly/3qaOQfr 

A P R I L  S H O W E R S  B R I N G  A  LOT  
O F  T H I N G S  B E S I D E S  M AY  F LO W E R S . 
F O R  I N S TA N C E :  R U S H I N G  WAT E R S , 
C A R V I N G  T H E  R I V E R B A N K S  W I T H 
I C E  F LO E S  A N D  T U R B I D  F R E S H E TS ; 
F L A S H Y  M I G R ATO RY  WA R B L E R S 
F L I T T I N G  T H R O U G H  T H E  W O O D S ; 
A M P H I B I A N S  AWA K E N I N G  F O R  
T H E I R  “ B I G  N I G H T ” A N D  
S L I T H E R I N G  T H R O U G H  T H E  
W O O D S  TO  T H E I R  V E R N A L  P O O L S 
F O R  M I D N I G H T  T RY S TS .

The Sheepscot River Valley is a 
dynamic and exciting ecosystem—
much like our Sheepscot Valley 

Council! From the trails to the river, our 
council and related staff are engaged in 
the stewardship, growth, and celebration 
of the essential work in this watershed.

PA S S I O N AT E  A B O U T  F I S H  M I G R AT I O N ? 
You’re not alone—well, at least not at 
our events. Stay tuned to our website's 
events page and our new Sheepscot 
Valley Facebook page for more infor-

mation about exciting happenings we 
are hosting for Fish Migration Day later 
in May, as well as our weekly naturalist 
events on our trails. And once you’ve 
soaked in the science, put on your 
Sunday best and keep your eyes peeled 
for more information related to our 
summer soirees and fundraisers.

L I K E  TO  G E T  O U T  A N D  A B O U T ? 
Join our council, staff, and volunteers 
for fun and fulfilling trail workdays in
the Valley. We’ll be building bridges at 
Stetser, implementing interpretive trails 
and exhibits at Bass Falls, and man-
aging invasives along the Sheepscot at 
Trout Brook. And later this summer, we 
anticipate our partners at the WW&F 
Railway Museum will open a new 
station at our Trout Brook Preserve—an 
exciting development which will allow 
riders of this historic narrow gauge rail-
way to disembark and enjoy a new loop 
trail through the preserve.

As we slog through the last throes of 
mud season, there is plenty to look for-
ward to in the Sheepscot Valley.

Like Atlantic salmon working their way 
upriver, our hardworking council mem-
bers, volunteers, and staff are eager to 
take on challenges—and splash around 
the river while doing so!

Sheepscot River - Midcoast Conservancy
Sheepscot River - Midcoast Conservancy

www.midcoastconservancy.org/sheepscot-headwaters
www.midcoastconservancy.org/sheepscot-valley

T H E  S H E E P S COT  H E A D WAT E R S 
R E G I O N  I S  R E L AT I V E LY  S PA R S E LY 
P O P U L AT E D  B Y  H U M A N S  B U T 
I S  H E AV I LY  P O P U L AT E D  B Y  A 
T R E M E N D O U S  N U M B E R  O F  W I L D 
C R E AT U R E S .  I N  D I S C U S S I N G  T H I S 
R E A L I T Y  AT  A  H E A D WAT E R S  CO U N C I L 
M E E T I N G  A  N U M B E R  O F  Y E A R S  AG O, 
I T  B E C A M E  C L E A R  T H AT  M O S T  O R 
A L L  O F  T H E  M E M B E R S  C H O S E  TO 
L I V E  I N  T H I S  A R E A  I N  L A R G E  PA R T 
D U E  TO  T H E  FAC T  T H AT  T H E Y  C A N 
E N J OY  R E G U L A R  CO N TAC T  W I T H 
T H E I R  W I L D  N E I G H B O R S .  I N D E E D,  I T 
T U R N S  O U T  T H AT  S H A R I N G  S TO R I E S 
O F  VA R I O U S  W I L D L I F E  S I G H T I N G S 
A N D  E N CO U N T E R S  I S  A  R E G U L A R 
PA S T I M E  F O R  R E S I D E N TS  O F  T H E 
H E A D WAT E R S .

By Chris  Schorn
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T H O U S A N D S  O F  V I S I TO R S  TA K E  TO 
T H E  T R A I L S  AT  H I D D E N  VA L L E Y 
N AT U R E  C E N T E R  E V E RY  Y E A R ,  A N D 
H AV I N G  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  TO  CO N -
N E C T  P E R S O N A L LY  W I T H  A S  M A N Y 
O F  T H E M  A S  P O S S I B L E  H A S  LO N G 
B E E N  A  G OA L  O F  O U R S .  TO  T H AT  E N D, 
W E  H AV E  B E G U N  CO N S T R U C T I O N  O F 
T H E  R O L A N D  S .  B A R T H  W E LCO M E 
C E N T E R ,  J U S T  I N S I D E  T H E  G AT E 
TO  T H E  S E R V I C E  R OA D. W E  A R E  S O 
E XC I T E D  A B O U T  T H E  M A N Y  WAY S 
T H AT  I T  W I L L  E N H A N C E  E V E RYO N E ’S 
E X P E R I E N C E  AT  H V N C !

As a home base for volunteer “am-
bassadors” and some staff, the 
Welcome Center will allow visitors 

to talk with knowledgeable people, get-
ting recommendations on the best trails 
for recreational pursuits or directions 
to a hut or yurt. Educational exhibits, 

maps, and membership information will 
be featured.

Our rental center will be located there 
as well, allowing for skiers and bikers to 
get their gear as soon as they arrive, and 
for expanded hours of operation. The 
footprint of the main structure is 24' x 
32’ with gear storage in the back. The 
building will be constructed by volun-
teers and participants of a Midcoast 
Conservancy Timber Frame Class, and 
erected on site during the course. The 
building will be on a concrete foun-
dation and will be very energy effi-
cient–100% powered by solar panels on 
the roof. Internet access will be avail-
able, facilitating credit card payments 
and staff work capacity. 

We anticipate completion of the 
Welcome Center in early fall and hope 
to hold a ribbon-cutting ceremony in 
October. Stay tuned!

Roland
T H E  2022 CO N S T R U C T I O N  S E A S O N 
G OT  O F F  TO  A N  E A R LY  S TA R T  AT 
H I D D E N  VA L L E Y  N AT U R E  C E N T E R . 
A  N E W  O V E R F LO W  PA R K I N G  LOT 
J U S T  A  L I T T L E  N O R T H  O F  T H E  M A I N 
E N T R A N C E  H A S  B E E N  CO M P L E T E D. 
G O N E  A R E  T H E  DAY S  O F  PA R K I N G  O N 
T H E  R OA D WAY  O R  U S I N G  S H U T T L E 
VA N S  TO  CO M E  A N D  G O  F R O M  A 
D I S TA N T  PA R K I N G  A R E A .  A  T R A I L 
CO N N E C T I N G  T H E  N E W  LOT  TO  T H E 
E N T R A N C E  I S  U N D E R WAY.

Earthwork is also completed for the 
construction of the Roland S. Barth 
Welcome Center, which will greet 

guests near the entrance to HVNC. 
Roland was a founder of the Sheepscot 
Valley Conservation Association and 
a supporter of its successor, Midcoast 
Conservancy. In honor of Roland and 
the work he did as an educator and 
conservationist, the new center will 
welcome, inform, educate, and inspire 
visitors and continue HVNC's history 
of creating community. Rental gear 

will also move to the new Welcome 
Center. The site is prepared, concrete 
foundation will be poured in early May, 
the timber frames will be construct-
ed during two timber frame classes at 
HVNC in May and will be erected in 
place soon thereafter. Stop in to check 
it out and say hello. And if you want to 
see more about the planned Welcome 
Center, see page 10. 

Picnic tables and funky benches, made 
from HVNC's own timbers, are being 
built and are for sale at the main office. 
Each one is unique—come pick yours 
out now! 

Some energetic folks are developing a 
course for new landowners, with the 
equally important goal of building 
community for newcomers to Maine. 
Three classes will be offered this summer 
on Trail Building, Forestry, and Encour-
aging Wildlife. 

Nature-based classes fill the calendar at 
HVNC. Amphibians, bogs, ferns, full 
moon paddles, mushrooms, sustainable 

forestry, chainsaw classes, and more 
are all on the agenda this summer. The 
self-guided running trail has been laid 
out, allowing runners to enjoy a peace-
ful run in the woods and prep for our 
fall Race Through the Woods. 

Volunteer opportunities abound, 
including the chance to become a trail 
steward by adopting a trail at HVNC. 
You can do this on your own time, 
alone or with a gang. It's a great reason 
to take a walk outside! 

And be sure to mark your calendars 
with our annual crowd-pleasing events 
—Jazz in the Woods, Live Edge, Race 
Through the Woods and our winter 
Biathlon. Hope to see you on the trails 
or on the pond (canoes to rent)! 

If you are interested in offering your 
carpentry skills contact Andy Bezon at 
andyb@midcoastconservancy.org. 

r o l a n d  s.  b a r t h  w e l c o m e  c e n t e r

Hidden Valley Nature Center

www.midcoastconservancy.org/hvnc

Photo:  Barbara Bauman and Roland Bar th

By Bambi Jones

By Al i  Stevenson,
Communications & Engagement Manager
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Protected land, specifically along 
riparian areas, is essential to main-
taining and sustaining water quality 

that protects the biodiversity of our 
watershed and encourages community 
recreation and stewardship. At Midcoast 
Conservancy we aim to help landown-
ers do more to conserve their land and 
maximize the conservation benefits 
which include: wetland protection, 
preservation of fish and wildlife habitat, 
and the reduction of sediment in the 
waterways. Having an undeveloped 
buffer of land along a waterway allows 
for natural absorption and filtration of 
chemicals, stormwater runoff, sediment, 
and pollution, preventing it from nega-
tively impacting the water quality.

Midcoast Conservancy places impor-
tance on the protection of land that 
includes undeveloped and intact ripar-
ian habitats, including wetlands, vernal 
pools, and island properties. These 
help us to prioritize projects that could 
limit development along waterways and 
by extension benefit the health of the 
rivers and streams in the communities 
that we share. The Sheepscot River, a 
central waterway in our service area, is 
one of eight Maine rivers that provides 
crucial spawning grounds for the native 
Atlantic salmon (EPA). Sediment, 
failing stream crossings, and a lack of 
streamside vegetation are all factors that 
contribute to water pollution and could 
affect the future of these endangered 

NOT ENOUGH OXYGEN
If you’re feeling brave, imagine not 
being able to breathe well: perhaps 
you’ve experienced this at the top of a 
high mountain. No matter how deep 
you breathe, your body needs more 
oxygen. That’s what our fish and mol-
lusk and seaweed neighbors are already 
experiencing.

Warm water holds less oxygen than cold 
water, which means that rising tempera-
tures deprive aquatic lifeforms of the 
oxygen they need. The Gulf of Maine 
and its tributaries are warming faster 
than 99% of global oceans. For 29 years 
Midcoast Conservancy has been moni-
toring the water on the Sheepscot River, 
showing the changing habitat there.

HARMFUL THINGS LOVE CLIMATE CHANGE
While the waters’ warming stresses 
most of its inhabitants, it unfortunately 
makes a few harmful creatures  
very happy. 

We’ve already seen algal blooms in 
Damariscotta Lake and other waters 
in the region. When algae blooms, 
normally clear water turns into a cloud 
of green. Some types of marine algae 
even produce biotoxins. Algal blooms 
are likely to increase as Maine’s climate 
continues to shift.

With warmer waters also come plants 
that are native to warmer places. 
Hydrilla, or water thyme, is native 
to Sri Lanka —but took over part of 

Damariscotta Lake in 2009. After 13 
years of removing truckloads of plants, 
this year the lake is officially uninfested! 
But it’s just a matter of time until inva-
sive species rear their heads again. We’re 
on patrol.
 
ACIDIFYING
One of the key causes of climate change 
is the increasing amount of carbon diox-
ide in our atmosphere. Water absorbs 
the carbon dioxide, which acidifies the 
water. Imagine (and this is horrible) that 
the air in which you live became acidic. 
Like limestone melting into vinegar, 
oyster shells begin to dissolve when the 
ocean acidifies, and baby oysters’ shells 
grow brittle. By the end of the century, 
mussels and oysters are expected to grow 
25% and 10% less shell. There will 
come a point where shellfish won’t be 
able to grow shells at all.

Luckily the oyster is a superhero for 
mitigating climate change. Their 
shells absorb and store carbon from 
the environment - an average of eight 
grams of carbon per oyster! Per acre, 
oysters can sequester as much carbon as 
mature trees—and keep it stored longer. 
Oysters also clean the water: One adult 
oyster can filter 50 gallons of water a 
day! Midcoast Conservancy is working 
to establish oyster reefs to clean and 
protect our local waters.

RISING WATERS
Climate change knocks our rainfall 
all out of whack. Severe storms make 

the rivers rise in rushes. My road has 
washed out twice this year already from 
the intense rains, and I watched kayak-
ers shoot the rapids of what’s usually a 
dribbling brook. That’s not only bad for 
infrastructure, but also bad for water 
creatures. Imagine being a tiny baby 
Atlantic salmon, trying to hide in an 
eddy behind a rock on the bottom of 
the roaring Sheepscot after a thunder-
storm. It’s no wonder only 1 in 40,000 
is likely to make it to adulthood— 
and why we’re working so hard to 
protect them. 

I’m sure you know how climate change 
is melting ice worldwide, which is rais-
ing the ocean. Maine Climate Council 
anticipates that we’ll have 1.5’ of sea 
level rise by 2050, and 4’ by 2100. Visit 
riskfinder.climatecentral.org to see what 
projected seas look like in our area—
and why they’re raising the Woolwich 
bridge! Protecting the waters’ edges 
as buffers and sponges has never been 
more important. Midcoast Conservancy 
already protects 13.4 miles of Medomak 
shoreline, nine miles of Sheepscot shore-
line, and many acres of wetlands.

RESTORATIVE FUTURE
Our future lies partly in being able to 
directly protect and restore habitats 
for our aquatic neighbors—such as 
ensuring that baby salmon have shelter 
in the river. But it also lies in restoring 
our larger relationship with the climate. 
I never would have imagined that the 
smoke coming out of my tailpipe could 
be dissolving the shells of oysters—
the same oysters that might save us. 
Everything we can do as individuals, 
as communities, and as a society to 
roll back the causes of climate change 
is essential. We are all so dependent 
on one another. The good news is, if 
there’s one thing that the people of the 
Midcoast are good at, it’s taking care of 
their neighbors. Thank you for being 
part of the solution!

Thank you to Cody Bloomfield for contributing to 
this article. 

fish, as well as other aquatic plants and 
animals that are essential to protect. 
Conservation easements are a great 
option for landowners to protect the 
riparian buffer along their property, and 
to benefit the health of our rivers and 
streams. So next time you’re out on the 
water, be mindful of the land that you’re 
near: there might be an easement that 
keeps it protected! 

For more information, check out the 
EPA's Nonpoint Source Success Story: 
Water Quality Restored in West Branch 
Sheepscot River: https://bit.ly/3rM1RfF

A S  T H E  I C E  B E G I N S  TO  T H AW, T H E  S O I L  S TA R TS  TO  S O F T E N ,  A N D  T H E 
B A B Y  B I R D S  B R AV E LY  P E E K  T H E I R  H E A D S  O U T  O F  T H E I R  WA R M  N E S TS ,  W E 
TO O  W I L L  H E S I TA N T LY  S H E D  O U R  H E AV I E R  L AY E R S  A N D  L I N G E R  F O R  A N 
E X T R A  M O M E N T  TO  E N J OY  T H E  G E N E R O U S  S U N S H I N E .  A S  W E  R E C R E AT E  I N 
T H E S E  U P CO M I N G  WA R M E R  M O N T H S ,  W H E T H E R  I T ’S  PA D D L I N G  D O W N  T H E 
S H E E P S COT  R I V E R ,  S W I M M I N G  O N  DA M A R I S COT TA  L A K E ,  O R  F I S H I N G  O N 
T H E  M E D O M A K  R I V E R ,  I T ’S  A  T I M E  TO  R E F L E C T  A N D  O B S E R V E  T H E  L A N D 
T H AT  S U R R O U N D S  T H E S E  S C E N I C  WAT E R WAY S . 

T h e  C h a n g i n g  C l i m at e  o f 
M i d c o a s t  Wat e r s P r o t e c t  t h e  L a n d, 

P r o t e c t  t h e  Wat e rW E  H AV E  A L L  S E E N  T H E  C L I M AT E  C H A N G I N G  A R O U N D  U S ,  B U T  N O N E  M O R E 
S O  T H A N  T H O S E  W H O  L I V E  U N D E R  T H E  WAT E R S .  T H E  C H A N G I N G  AQ UAT I C 
W O R L D  O F  T H E  M I D COA S T  R E Q U I R E S  U S  TO  U N LO C K  N E W  L E V E L S  O F 
CO M PA S S I O N ,  I M AG I N AT I O N ,  A N D  H E L P I N G  H A N D S .

R iparian Buffer  Zones
Source:  Universit y  of  Kentucky Col lege of  Agriculture
Credit :  Corey Wilson,  Landscape Architec ture

By Air  Rhodes,  Deput y Direc tor

By Anne Read,  Land Protec tion Special ist
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On Damariscotta Lake we’re starting 
a new public health monitoring 
program. We’ll collect samples 

at eight sites distributed throughout 
the lake, concentrating on high use 
areas. Samples will be collected from 
Memorial Day weekend through Labor 
Day weekend on Thursdays so we 
can have results by Friday afternoons. 
Those results will be posted to our 
Damariscotta Lake Watch social media 
channels, the website, and on a new 
platform, Swim Guide. Swim Guide has 
both an app and a web interface that 
provide weather and water quality infor-
mation at beaches around the world! 
This new platform will help spread the 
word about Midcoast Conservancy and 
the great work we’re doing to protect 
our waters.

In the Medomak River Estuary we’ll be 
working with the Town of Bremen and 
their Shellfish Conservation Committee 
to identify sources of bacteria pollution 
in Broad Cove. Unfortunately, Broad 
Cove has been identified as having high-
er levels of bacteria pollution, which is 
a source of concern for shellfish harvest-
ers and recreational water users alike. 
This project will include sampling in a 
variety of locations and conditions to 
try to identify, and ultimately eliminate, 
sources of the pollution. 

The Sheepscot River water quality 
monitoring program is entering its 
29th year of sampling! This program 
involves collecting temperature, bacte-
ria, and dissolved oxygen measurements 
throughout the Sheepscot River water-

S p i r i t  o f 
t h e  N o r t h : 
t h e  C o m m o n 
L o o n ’s 
S t o ry  o f 
R e c o v e ry
A S  D U S K  S E T T L E S  O V E R  DA R K  WA -
T E R S ,  A  C RY  R I N G S  O U T  T H AT  I S  AT 
O N C E  B E AU T I F U L  A N D  H AU N T I N G , 
E T H E R E A L  A N D  M E LO D I C .  I T  S T I R S 
S O M E T H I N G  I N  A L L  W H O  L I S T E N , 
TA P P I N G  I N TO  T H AT  D E E P  S E N S E  O F 
W O N D E R  R E S E R V E D  F O R  T H E  S U B -
L I M E  A N D  U N E X P E C T E D.  I T  I S  T H E 
C A L L  O F  T H E  CO M M O N  LO O N 
( G AV I A  I M M E R ) . 

Their distinctive song is shrouded in 
myth and thought to represent the 
wild spirit of the North. While it 

undoubtedly evokes a sense of wildness, 
this association is also rooted in truth. 
Common loons are found in Northern 
lakes throughout Canada and US border 
states from Maine to Minnesota. They 
are very sensitive to human disturbance 
and require quiet, clear lakes to breed 
and fish– hence their wildness. Murky 
waters inhibit underwater hunting visi-
bility, while development and recreation 
disrupt their vulnerable nests on 
the lake’s edge.

Loons thrived in Northern New 
England until the 1970s when pop-
ulations plummeted due to increased 
disturbance, along with poisoning from 
lead fishing tackle and mercury con-
tamination from coal-burning plant 
emissions. In 1983 Maine Audubon 
launched the “Annual Loon Count,” a 
citizen science initiative that continues 
today. On Damariscotta Lake, only 28 
loons were observed that first year of 
monitoring. Thanks to conservation ef-
forts, they have made a steady rebound 
and now 40-60 loons are typically ob-
served on Damariscotta Lake each sum-
mer. The loon population in Maine (in 
areas monitored) has more than doubled 
from 1,500 (1983) to 3,446 (2021)—a 
true conservation success story!

All lake-goers know that loons are 
remarkable in more than song, howev-
er. Their plumage is a striking pattern 
of black and white checks, stripes, and 
bands that seems to mimic the water’s 
ripples.They are also an unusually large 
and long-lived bird, weighing be-
tween 5.5-13 pounds and living 
20-30 years! 

 What's most fascinating   
   about loons though   

   is their love life. 

Unbeknownst to the casual observer, 
loons may have multiple monogamous 
relationships over their lifetime! How, 
you ask? Loons are territorial, returning 
to the same lakes with their partner each 
spring to breed after overwintering on 
the coast. Young loons or “floaters” with 
no territory will challenge established 
breeders to a duel. If the challenger is 
successful, the mate of the defeated 
loon will stay loyal to their territory and 
re-pair rather than follow their previous 
partner into exile. While most skirmish-
es end in a surrender, some loons have 
been known to fight to the death with 
their sharp bills. What drama!

Loons capture our attention, and hearts, 
with their complex social lives and 
beloved calls. As their neighbors here 
in the Midcoast, we can help safeguard 
their population by protecting water 
quality, giving them their space and not 
making wakes close to shore while they 
  are nesting, and avoiding     

    the use of lead

fishing 
lures. I encourage you 

all to head out by canoe at 
dawn or dusk to experience the   

      wild spirit of the North 
             yourselves…

E V E N  WAT E R S  T H AT  A P P E A R  P R I S T I N E  A N D  C RY S TA L  C L E A R  C A N  H A R B O R 
A N  I N V I S I B L E  H A R M F U L  P O L LU TA N T  T H AT  P U TS  H U M A N  H E A LT H  AT  R I S K : 
F E C A L  B AC T E R I A .  I N  E XC E S S I V E  A M O U N TS ,  F E C A L  B AC T E R I A  C A N  I N C R E A S E 
T H E  R I S K  O F  I N F E C T I O N  TO  S W I M M E R S  O R  A N YO N E  M A K I N G  CO N TAC T  W I T H 
T H E  WAT E R  A N D  C A N  R E N D E R  S H E L L F I S H  U N S A F E  TO  CO N S U M E . TO  F U R T H E R 
E VA LUAT E  T H E S E  R I S K S  A N D  TO  U LT I M AT E LY  I D E N T I F Y  A N D  M I T I G AT E 
P O L LU T I O N  S O U R C E S ,  W E  C R E AT E D  A  N E W  I N - H O U S E  F E C A L  B AC T E R I A  WAT E R 
Q UA L I T Y  M O N I TO R I N G  L A B.  A S  S U C H ,  W E  H AV E  T H R E E  E XC I T I N G  P R O J E C TS  I N 
T H E  P I P E L I N E — O N E  F O R  E AC H  O F  O U R  WAT E R S H E D S ! 

p r o t e c t i n g 
yo u r  r i g h t 
t o  c l e a n 
wat e r

shed every other Tuesday from May 
through September. We have historically 
used the Health and Environmental 
Testing Lab in Augusta for our bacteria 
sample analysis; with our new capabili-
ties, we’re hoping to be able to run those 
samples in-house by the 30th sampling 
year, in 2023. This year we will send all 
of our samples to Augusta, and run a 
small subset in-house to determine how 
closely the two results align. 

The water team is very excited about our 
new capacity for analyzing fecal bacte-
ria samples in-house and our ability to 
chase down sources when we need to. A 
huge thank you to the generous donors 
who helped us build our new lab!

Photo:  Keith Car ver

By Isobel  Cur t is,  Stewardship Manager

By Patr ic ia  Nease,  Damariscotta Lake Watershed Manager

Photos:  Kids  swimming on Spec tacle  Is land, 
Damariscotta Lake ( Tim Trumbauer);  Volunteers 

monitor  water  qual it y  on the Sheepscot  R iver.
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A
t 320 square miles, the Sheepscot 
watershed contains more than 
40 lakes and ponds and about 
530 miles of streams; the West 

Branch of the Sheepscot, which enters 
in Whitefield, is approximately 15 
miles long and holds Branch Pond in 
its headwaters; portions of 22 towns in 
four counties fall within the geography 
of the watershed. Maine's rivers tend 
to flow over bedrock, boulders, and 
coarse gravel, rather than fine materi-
als. This makes most of Maine's rivers, 
including the Sheepscot, very different 
from rivers in other parts of the country. 

The lower Sheepscot supports a lucrative 
lobster fishery and the river’s tidal flats 
support a significant bait-worm 
industry. Oysters, marine 
invertebrates, and rare 
marine plants are 
also found in the 
estuary. Fish and 
invertebrates attract 
osprey, eagles, and 
other mammals that 
feed on the river’s 
resources. The banks 
of the Sheepscot pro-
vide habitat for moose, 
white-tailed deer, fishers, 
otters, minks, and many smaller 
riparian mammals. The lower Sheepscot 
has been identified by the State as a Focus 

Area of Ecological Significance. The 
Sheepscot offers such a variety of habitat 
that it is designated as an Outstanding 
River Segment and is also one of eight 
Maine rivers that provide essential 
spawning grounds for the endangered 
native Atlantic salmon. Numerous other 
fish, including striped bass, the endan-
gered short nose sturgeon, American 
shad, and alewife also migrate between 
the Gulf of Maine and the Sheepscot 
River. Brook trout thrive in the river, 
as do sticklebacks, perch, and shiners.

This majestic river, which lies in the 
heart of the midcoast, has been and 
continues to be a vital artery for work-
ing waterfronts, critical habitat for sea-

run fish species, and a source 
of recreation and reflection 

for the communities it 
has defined. However, 

like most things, the 
Sheepscot River and 
watershed are seeing 
the impacts of cli-
mate change, devel-
opment pressures, 

and poorly operat-
ed logging and gravel 

industries. The Sheepscot is 
in need of care and nurturing 

to maintain the rich water quality 
and habitat for the Atlantic salmon, a 
keystone species in the watershed whose 

Ideas, like large rivers, never have just one source.    —Willy Ley

presence acts as an indicator for the over-
all ecological integrity of the watershed, 
from water quality to habitat rich-
ness for all fish and wildlife. Midcoast 
Conservancy works every day to pro-
tect the river and the watershed from 
the impacts that may negatively affect 
the river and watershed. But, as with 
many things in life, it takes a commu-
nity to heal a river—or more accurate-
ly in nature, provide opportunities for 
a river to heal itself.  A river is a flow-
ing representation of balance within an 
ecological system, and while our focus at 
Midcoast Conservancy is conservation, 
working landscapes and waterfronts 
are a vital part of that broader balance. 
 
S H E E P S COT  R I V E R  CO L L A B O R AT I V E
Midcoast Conservancy has worked 
with many partners over the years to 
open up barriers to fish passage, like 
the modifications of Head Tide Dam 
in Alna and Coopers Mills Dam, and 
soon a project at Branch Pond that will 
increase passage for Atlantic salmon and 
other species and allow them to return 
to spawning grounds that have been 
cut off to them for decades.  And all of 
this hard work is paying off! Removing 
barriers to fish passage, engaging with 
landowners to conserve lands within the 
watershed for required cold-water hab-
itat, and consistent water quality mon-
itoring are the actions we must take to 
look at systems like the Sheepscot River 
and its watershed holistically, with ecol-
ogy and community front of mind. 

In the Fall of 2021, Midcoast 
Conservancy convened the first meeting 
of the Sheepscot River Collaborative, a 
multi-stakeholder group working to pro-
tect and restore Atlantic salmon and oth-
er key species through the creation and 
protection of high quality in-stream and 
land-based habitat. This group of State 
and Federal agencies, non-profits, and 
Sheepscot watershed residents is work-
ing together to ensure the Sheepscot Photo:  John Lichter

Healthy alewife run

By Pete Nichols,  Executive Direc tor
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River remains the vital and wild river 
that it has been for millenia and con-
tinues to be a resource for all to enjoy.
The Collaborative will approach the river 
and watershed as a whole; our priorities 
include:

L A N D  P R OT E C T I O N
Our land protection strategies allow 
us to work with landowners along 
the river to protect key habitat and 
provide vitally important shade, and 
work with our partners to restore 
in-stream habitat that keeps the 
river cool for fish species to thrive. 
As part of Midcoast Conservancy’s 
30x30 Initiative, the Collaborative 
will be engaging in a significant 
mapping exercise to identify the 
critical habitats within the water-
shed that are in need of protection 
in order to provide the conditions, 
such as cold water and forested 
shorelines, for the Atlantic salm-
on and other sea-run fish species 
to survive in this changing climate.
 

F I S H  PA S S AG E
Building on the great success of 
the fish barrier removals at Head 
Tide Dam and the Coopers Mills 
Dam, the Sheepscot Collaborative 
is working to identify other fish 
barriers in the watershed that are 
in need of removal or repair to 
continue to provide clear passage 
to spawning grounds and enhance 
the river’s capacity to restore itself. 

WAT E R  Q UA L I T Y  M O N I TO R I N G
For over 25 years, Midcoast 
Conservancy citizen scientists have 
been monitoring the water quality 
all along the river to identify any 
issues that may be impacting the riv-
er.  These data help us better under-
stand the condition of the river and 
develop strategies to address any 
issues that may arise for the benefit of 
public health and the overall health 
of the river. Working with our other 
partners within the Collaborative, 
we will be well-situated to identify 
trends throughout the watershed.

OY S T E R  R E S TO R AT I O N
The Sheepscot River estuary provides 
critical habitat for Atlantic salmon, 
other sea-run species, native oys-
ters, and migratory birds. Protecting 
the rich diversity of the estuary is a 
vital component of overall conser-
vation strategies in the Sheepscot 
River watershed. In addition to the 
Heafitz Clean Water Demonstration 
Project, which reveals the incredi-
ble benefits of oysters to filter pol-
lutants from the river, we will be 
creating an experimental oyster reef 
project to demonstrate the ability 
of oyster reefs–mimicking historic 
conditions–to provide coastal resil-
ience and the protection of vital salt 
marsh habitat from sea level rise.

E D U C AT I O N  A N D  O U T R E AC H
Knowledge is power, and in concert 

Photos (L-R): 
Kayaker  paddling through improved opening at  Head 

Tide Dam in Alna ( Jess  Ruhlin Donohoe); 
O yster  projec t  in  the Sheepscot  ( Tim Trumbauer); 

Salmon egg planting in the Sheepscot  ( Tim Trumbauer)
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with the Collaborative, Midcoast 
Conservancy will be providing reg-
ular updates to the Sheepscot water-
shed community, informational 
town hall meetings, and direct land-
owner engagement related to the 
importance of land protection to the 
overall health of the river.  We will 
also be providing many opportuni-
ties for residents of the watershed 
to get out in the river to experience 
the beauty and bounty of the river 
and engage in the work of Midcoast 
Conservancy and the Sheepscot 
Collaborative through volunteer 
activities.

A river is the barometer of the health of 
an ecosystem, and a community. The 
Sheepscot River is no different. We are 
graced here in Midcoast Maine with an 
abundance of waterways that sustain us 
by providing clean waters, recreation-
al opportunities, and a way of life. At 
Midcoast Conservancy, and with our 
partners of the Sheepscot Collaborative, 
we are dedicated to protecting the 
Sheepscot, and all of our waterways, for 
the good of the natural world and our 
communities. The quality of life here in 
the Midcoast is worth protecting and we 
urge you to join this journey with us.

THE sheepscot river collaborative
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F O U R  Y E A R S  A F T E R  I TS  I N C E P T I O N ,  T H E  H E A F I T Z  D E M O N S T R AT I O N  OY S T E R 
P R O J E C T  H A S  F I N A L LY  P R O D U C E D  M A R K E T - S I Z E D  OY S T E R S ;  T H E S E  B R I N Y 
F I LT E R - F E E D E R S  A R E  R E A DY  F O R  E AT I N G  A N D  W E  C A N ’ T  WA I T  TO  S H A R E 
T H E M  W I T H  YO U ! W I T H  A S S I S TA N C E  F R O M  G L I D D E N  P O I N T  OY S T E R 
FA R M , H A R V E S T I N G  W I L L  B E G I N  T H I S  J U N E  A F T E R  W E  L I F T  T H E  OY S T E R 
C AG E S  O F F  T H E  B OT TO M  O F  T H E  S H E E P S COT  R I V E R  W H E R E  T H E Y ’ V E  B E E N 
O V E R W I N T E R I N G .  LO O K I N G  F O R WA R D, W E  A R E  W O R K I N G  O N  E X PA N D I N G 
O U R  AQ UAC U LT U R E  O P E R AT I O N  TO  P R O D U C E  M O R E  OY S T E R S  F O R 
CO N S U M P T I O N ,  A N D  TO  CO N S T R U C T  A N  OY S T E R  R E E F  A N D  M O N I TO R  I TS 
B E N E F I C I A L  I N F LU E N C E  O N  T H E  S U R R O U N D I N G  E N V I R O N M E N T. 

As a part of our coastal resiliency 
initiative, we hope to demonstrate 
how building an oyster reef in the 

Sheepscot River can improve water 
quality for aquaculture and estuarine 
habitat, protect the shoreline from 

erosion and storm surge, and provide 
a complex habitat for many marine 
organisms. Once the reef is established, 
we seek to provide guidance to other 
organizations on how to construct their 
own oyster reefs, and to educate our 

F I LT E R - F E E D I N G 
S U P E R H E R O E S

Photo:  Kelsey Gayle 
Sheepscot  R iver  O ysters  are grown by Heafitz  Farms 
in col laboration with Gl idden Point  and Midcoast 
Conser vanc y in the Sheepscot  R iver.

By Melissa Cote,  Sheepscot  R iver  Watershed Manager

community about oysters' ecological 
and economic value.

Oyster reefs provide myriad water qual-
ity benefits. These filter-feeding super-
heroes remove bacteria, phytoplankton, 
and suspended particles from the water. 
As a result, they improve water clarity 
and dissolved oxygen, and remove excess 
nutrients. An adult oyster can filter 50 
gallons of water a day, so one acre of 
oysters can filter more than 4 billion 
gallons of water each year. Oysters pro-
vide cleaner, clearer water, benefitting 
other marine organisms such as eelgrass 
beds, which are important nurseries for 
many invertebrates, including lobsters 
—Maine’s most valuable commercial 
fishery. Much like coral reefs, oyster 
reefs arm the shoreline against storm 
surge and erosion by dampening wave 
energy. This is especially important now 
due to an increase in storm intensity 
and frequency resulting from climate 
change.

Our oyster reef project aims to mitigate 
the effects of climate change but will 
also be enhanced by its effects—specifi-
cally warming waters. Historically, oys-
ters in Maine occurred naturally in only 
a few locations, including the Sheepscot 
River. Wild populations thrived 
when a lumber mill dam and tidal 
gate were constructed near Reversing 
Falls, causing the water behind the 
tide gate to warm and bolster natural 
spawning. After the dam and tidal gate 
were removed, the water temperature 
dropped and the oyster population 
declined. Water temperatures in the 
Gulf of Maine are increasing due to 
climate change, promoting natural 
spawning and faster oyster growth.

At Midcoast Conservancy we’re excited 
about oysters, not only because they’re 
delicious and help us connect to the 
Sheepscot River but also because of 
their potential in helping us mitigate the 
effects of climate change.
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A 
s our meadow flourished we did 
have to do the occasional light 
maintenance. For example, often 

accompanied by my kids (the “weed 
warriors”), we would remove a pesky 
multi-flora rose or Bradford pear, but 
overall our new native meadow flour-
ished on its own. Almost immediately, 
what was once a sterile monoculture 
lacking in any biodiversity became a 
bustling bonanza of life…We had drag-
onflies, hummingbirds, monarch butter-
flies, and swarming tree swallows each 
evening. A great horned owl pair even 
approved so much that they nested in a 
towering pine overlooking the meadow. 

S O  W H AT  E X AC T LY  I S  R E W I L D I N G ? 
Our Rewilding the Midcoast Program 
seeks to create habitat in balance with 
nature at any scale. We do so through 
five primary goals: education and 
outreach, creation of native habitat, 
reduction of runoff, removal of invasive 

species, and reduction of chemical use.
Natural, native landscapes provide so 
many benefits. To name a few: increased 
overall resiliency through biodiversi-
ty; food and shelter for insects, birds, 
and other local species; deep roots of 
native plants that hold soil in place 
and help filter runoff; and increased 
carbon storage (compared to lawns) to 
combat climate change. But perhaps 
most importantly, rewilding was good 
for me. In creating my meadow, I had 
done something that was both good and 
beautiful.  Rewilding is about creating a 
hopeful future and empowering each of 
us to make changes that matter! 

In this first season of Rewilding the 
Midcoast, we are setting some achiev-
able goals. We will be hosting a series 
of educational events virtually and in 
person, including a native plant sale, 
throughout the season to educate 
property owners about the best rewil-

ding practices. We are also creating 
demonstration sites, starting with our 
office in Edgecomb. We have a plan to 
remove invasive species, replace lawn 
with native perennial gardens, and plant 
a few larger native shrubs and trees. 

Check https://bit.ly/3EUjNdc for more 
information about our Rewilding the 
Midcoast program and a list of current 
rewilding events. 

R e w i l d i n g 
t h e 
M i d c o a s t

DA M A R I S COT TA  L A K E  I S  A  R A R E 
S U CC E S S  S TO RY  F O R  I N VA S I V E 
AQ UAT I C  P L A N TS .  W H E N  A N  I N VA -
S I V E  P L A N T  I S  I N T R O D U C E D  TO  A 
WAT E R B O DY  T H E  L I K E L I H O O D  O F 
E R A D I C AT I O N  I S  S L I M . H Y D R I L L A , 
A  H I G H LY  I N VA S I V E  S P E C I E S ,  WA S 
I N T R O D U C E D  TO  DA M A R I S COT TA 
L A K E  A N D  F I R S T  I D E N T I F I E D  I N 
2009.  A F T E R  M A N Y,  M A N Y,  H O U R S 
O F  E F F O R T  M A N AG I N G  T H E  I N F E S TA -
T I O N  H Y D R I L L A  H A S N ’ T  B E E N  S E E N 
I N  F I V E  Y E A R S .  A S  A  R E S U LT  O F  T H I S 
E F F O R T  DA M A R I S COT TA  L A K E  I S 
B E I N G  TA K E N  O F F  T H E  I N F E S TAT I O N 
L I S T.  T H I S  I S  C AU S E  F O R  C E L E B R A -
T I O N ,  O F  CO U R S E ,  B U T  I S  N OT  A 
S I G N  T H AT  W E  C A N  E A S E  U P  O N  
O U R  I N VA S I V E  AQ UAT I C  P L A N T 
E F F O R TS .  DA M A R I S COT TA  L A K E , 
A N D  A L L  WAT E R B O D I E S  I N  O U R 
S E R V I C E  A R E A ,  A R E  S T I L L  AT  R I S K 
F O R  I N T R O D U C T I O N  O F  A N  I N VA S I V E 
AQ UAT I C  P L A N T.

In 2019 (updated from 2004 and 
2017 iterations) DEP conducted a 
vulnerability analysis of Maine Lakes 

for infestation. This analysis took into 
account nine variables about each lake, 
which were grouped into three catego-
ries: volume of use, proximity to infes-
tation, and potential for colonization. 
Each variable was weighted based on 
its impact to infestation vulnerability, 
with the highest weighted factors being 
connectivity to infested waterbody, boat 
access, proximity to infested water-
body, and population within 30km of 
the waterbody. Damariscotta Lake was 
categorized as “highly vulnerable.” Even 
after being removed from the infested 
lake list, Damariscotta Lake remains 
highly vulnerable due to its good 
public access, high nearby population, 
and morphological features that are 
beneficial for aquatic plant growth. As 
such, we must remain dedicated to our 
preventative measures.

Preventative measures are not only 
significantly less costly than man-
agement of an infestation, they also 
are an important component of early 

detection and  successful management 
or eradication. This was the case with 
Damariscotta Lake: Dick Butterfield’s 
early detection led to a rapid response 
that eventually resulted in eradication of 
hydrilla. Continued monitoring pro-
grams, like Invasive Plant Patrol (IPP), 
are critical to keep Damariscotta Lake 
free from invasive aquatics. Without 
Courtesy Boat Inspection (CBI) and 
IPP, Damariscotta Lake could easily 
rejoin the list of infested waters. This is 
why it is so important to continue our 
IPP and CBI programs while developing 
plans for an infestation response.

1 2 1 9

5 7 . 7 5 %
7 5

~ $ 1  m i l l i o n

$ 4 6 , 6 3 2

Courtesy boat inspections 
conducted at the Bunker Hill &
 Vannah Road launches last summer

of those inspections were from 
people who had last been in
Damariscotta Lake

invasive aquatic plants 
were removed from boats 
through inspections, across 
all CBI programs

was spent on invasive 
aquatic plant management 
in the State last year

Average spent per 
infestation per year

P l a n n i n g  f o r  w h e n ,  n o t  i f

O V E R  T H E  CO U R S E  O F  F I V E  Y E A R S ,  
I  CO N V E R T E D  A  T W O - AC R E  PA R C E L 
O F  G R A S S  L AW N  TO  A  N AT I V E 
P L A N T  M E A D O W. W H I L E  I ’ D  LO V E  
TO  R E G A L E  YO U  W I T H  S TO R I E S 
A B O U T  M Y  T I R E L E S S  E F F O R TS , 
M Y  G R I T,  A N D  M Y  I N G E N U I T Y  TO 
ACCO M P L I S H  T H I S  M O N U M E N TA L 
F E AT,  T H E  T R U T H  I S  I  J U S T  S TO P P E D 
M O W I N G . I N  T H E  F I R S T  S E A S O N , 
A  F E W  N AT I V E  G R A S S E S  A N D 
W I L D F LO W E R S  P O P P E D  U P.  TO  
M Y  G R E AT  F O R T U N E ,  A  H E A LT H Y 
N AT I V E  S E E D  B A N K  WA S  PAT I E N T LY 
WA I T I N G  F O R  A N  O P P O R T U N I T Y 
TO  B E  S PA R E D  F R O M  T H E  W E E K LY 
S H AV I N G  O F  T H E  M O W E R . 
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Photo:  Patr ic ia  patrol ing for  invasives in  Davis  Stream

By Tim Trumbauer
Direc tor  of  Water  & Communications

By Patr ic ia  Nease,  Damariscotta Lake Watershed Manager
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Ted and Mary Gene Myer
Pia Neilson
Paul and Barbara Ness
Charles and Andrea Newman
Ron and Diane Nobles
Kate Nordstrom and
     Aaron Weissblum
Patricia J. O'Reilly and 
     David B. Soule, Jr.
Lennart and Janice Olson
Peter and Elsie Patton
Keith Pearce
Martha Polstein
Nate and Rose Pudlin
Abigail and Russell Read
Dorothy Trueman Renda
Gerald and Judith Rex
Josephine and Kevin Richards*
R. Chris Roark*
Lee T. Robbins
Susan Ross and William Nathan
Pete Salmansohn
Michael and Kristin Sant
Susan Schadler and Leslie Lipschitz
Mel Horwitch and Sally Schwager
Nancy Seidman and Claude Barden

Jody and Alison Shapiro
Joseph Shapiro
Joanne M. Sharpe
Shaw's Supermarkets
Sheepscot General Store
Mary Sheldon
Timothy and Mary Sholtis
Heidi and Scott Shott
Clifford Slayman
John Sommer
Liz Stebbins*
Tad Stetson
Paul and Diana Stevens
Amanda Swope-Joos*
Jeff Tarbox
The Green Store
William and Becki Thomas
Michael Titus
Jotham and Adelaide Trafton
Heidi Tremblay*
Judy Tunkle
United Way of Kennebec Valley
Annie Upton
Charles Utter
Meera Venkatraman
Viking Lumber
Robert and Ruth Wall*
Susan and Conrad Wall
Steven and Lisa Wallace*
Campbell Watts
Mariellen Whelan
Laurie Williamson
T W Williamson
William Young
Kathy Zambello
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Support up to $250
Sharon Abair and Dewey Meteer*
Joanne Abate
Anonymous* (10)
Andy Abello and Amanda Russell
Karen Adam
Jen Adams
Michael and Rose Adams
David  Adkins*
Isabel Adler
David and Mary Ahlgren
Hadjh Ahrns and Elizabeth Seiverling*
Christine Alberi
Chris Matt Albert
Dr. David Albertson and  Dr. Liz Albertson
Jonathan Alderfer and Zora Margolis
Anne Aldridge-Peacock
Susan Alexander
Bridget Alexander
Mary and Andrew Allen
Shawn Allen
Linda Allen*
Dorothy Alt
Irit Altman
Jim Amaral and Dolores Carbonneau
Edna Amaya
Glenn and Tammy Amnott
Stephanie Ancona
Raymond and Catherine Anderson
Richard and Susan Anderson
Dana Anderson
Andrew Anderson

Valerie Andreasen
Albert and Sandy Andrejcak
The Andreotti Family
Rosie Andrews
Caitlin Andrews
Androscoggin Wooden Boatworks
Holly and John Arbuckle
Noah Arbuckle
Carob Arnold and Annie Nixon*
Gary and Deborah Arsenault
Cadence Atchinson
Meg and Victor Atkins
Tom and Mary Atticks
Lea Anne Atwell
Thomas Aversa and Cheryl Frederick
Leonardo Azevedo
Barbara and William Babb
Stephen Babcock
Jennifer Baca
George Baggett
Matthew Bahl
Thomas Balch
Harriet and Markham Ball
Betsy Ball
Judith Ball
Pat Bamforth
John and Georgia Bancroft
Carolyn Bancroft
Beth Bandy
Christina Banks
Kathryn and Mark Barber
Linda Barber
Bob and Drusilla Barkalow
Eleanor Barlow
Rebecca Barlow
Anthony Barnes
Jennifer Barrons
Roger and Pamela Barry
Joseph Barth and Doreen Conboy
Jesse Bartke
Jessica and Kit Bartmess
Susan Bates
Ingrid Bathe
Brian and Anne Bauer
Jim Bauman
William Bausch
Mary Bazemore
Philippa and Terry Beal
The Bech/Hegedus Charitable Giving Fund
Tracy M. Beck
Jodi Beck
Carolyn Beeler
Ruth Bender
Terri Bennett
Peter and Helena Benton
Michael Benton
William Berglund
Annesley Beringer
Mark Berry
Jon Biehler
Jason Bigonia
Kathy and Sean Bilodeau
Robert and Jan Birk
Lucy Birkett and Jim Ahearne
Fred and Ann Bischoff
Bevin Blaber

Karla Black
Beverly Blair
David Blair
Bond Blake
Gregory Blanchette and Ruth Pease
Morgan and Christina Bleimeyer*
Henry and Cathy Block
Phil and Deb Bloomstein
Chris Augusta and Barbara Boardman
Joe and Judy Bodnar
Arifa Boehler
Alex Bohn
Daniel Bolita and Jean Kigel
Laura Bonk and Phil Trowbridge
Archie Bonyun
Tom Boothby
Benjamin Borkan and Lydia Hall*
Carol Bosken
Monique Boutin
Bernice Bowdoin
Beverley and Gareth Bowen
Gail and Glenn Bowman
Robert Bowman
Marie and Wax Brackett
Karen Bradford
The Bradford Family
Rose Bradshaw
Brandt Living Trust
David Braune
Robert and Dorothy Brayley
Sam Brelsfoard
Barbara and Arnold Briggs
Anna Brooke
Bill Brooke
Robert Brooks
Annette Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Brown
Scott and Arlene Brown
Deborah Brown
Meg Browne
Mandy Browne
Mary E. Browne
Janet P. Bruce
Laetitia Brundage
Barrie Brusila and Mitch Kihn
Meredith Bruskin
Kiernan Bryant
Phillip Buckley
Linda Buckmaster
Gail Buczkowski
Jeff Bue
Bunker Hill Shores Association
William Burford
Anne and William Burke
The Burke Family
Clay A. Burns
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Burns
John Burns
Laura Buxbaum and Brian Dunn
Laura Cabot
Barbara and John Cadamuro
Herbert Cady Jr.
Roger and Mary Cady
Chris Caffrey
Kitty and Taylor Cahill
Nigel Calder and Terrie Frisbie Calder

Milton Calder
Jim and Susan Caldwell
Sara Caldwell
Mr. and Mrs. John Calhoun
Kristin Cameron
Gary and Kay Campbell
Sandra Campbell
Virginia Campbell
Joan Campbell
Cindy and Peter Camplin
Jim and Julie Cantor
Ron Capps
Alice Carey
Lance and Holly Carlezon
Dawn and William Carlson
Mike Caron and Debbi Lasky*
Margot and Murry Carpenter
Deborah Carpenter
Elizabeth and Stephen Carroll
Vicki Carter and Shawn Tawter
Cindy Carter
Gregorio Carvajal
Lea Carver
Norman and Libby Casas
Bill and Lynn Case
Thomas and Hanna Chace
Susan Chadima*
Nicole Chaison
Richard Chalmers
Amy Chamberlain and Michael Branca
Hannah Chamberlain
Carol and David Chandonnet
Steven Chaney
Christi Mitchell Twain
Edward and Elissa Charbonneau
Jeffry Chase and Carey Truebe
Adrienne Chase
Constance Chase-Wells
Noah and Kate Chittim
Daryl Choa
Paula Christensen
Susan and William Christman
Clorinda Chunn and David Thanhauser
Emily Cichon
Peter and Rebecca Clapp
William and Jillian Clapp
Alan and Linda Clark
Amy Clark
Susan Clark and Chip Howard
Karli Clark
Clary Lake Association
Vickery Cleaves and Paul Lazarus
Cynthia Clement and Thomas Clement
Jeffrey and Janet Clunie
Kellie Coates
Susan and Craig Coenen
Derek and Sharyn Cola*
Karen Cole
Rachael Coleman
Mark Colfer
Patty Colhoun
Laura Collard
Brian Colleran
Malcolm and Susan Collins
Kate Colton
Carol Gardner and Xavier Comas

Chris Conary
John Conboy
Cornelia Cone
Sarah Conner
Germaine Connolly
Beth Connor
Barbara and Richard Cooch
Rich Cooch
Deb Cook*
Geoffrey and Dianne Cooke
Barry and Lynn Coolen
Robert Cooper
Karl Coplan and Robin Bell
Jen Corning
Christian and  Amy  Cotz
Ann Coughlan and Douglas Straus
Eric Cousineau*
Theodore and Katherine Cox
Ellen and Bill Coyne
Coyote Moon
Al and Stacie Crocetti
Leah Crommie
Joseph C. Crooker
John R. Crosby
Sarah Crosby
Jeffrey Crowder
Collin and Charles Culbertson*
Virginia Cunningham
Diane Currier*
Kathleen Curtin
Martha Curtis
Sandra and Maynard Curtis
Katie Curtis
Jennifer Cusick
Troy and Kathy Cutler
Robert F. Cutting
Scott Cylinder
Barbara Daggett
Kathryn and David Dahl
Eleanor Dailey
Kenneth Dale and Kathy Malatesta
James Dalgleish and Heather Dilbeck
William and Sylvia Dalke
Ashley Damboise
Alyson Dame
Martha Daniels and Ezra Kreamer
Michael Darigan
Linda Dartt
Regina Davey
Kim David
Susan Davies
Susan Davis
Jill Davis
Rachel Davis
Cynthia Davis
Robin Davis
Cathy Davison
Mr. and Mrs. Endicott P. Davison, Jr.
Ellie and John Day
Elliott Day
Douglas and Shay DeAngelis
Melissa and Michael Dearborn
Jeff and Jan DeBlieu
Deep Acres Shores Road Association
Marcia, Derek and Frances Degeer
Gabor Degre

Bob De Lisle
Elizabeth Deliso
Chris DelVecchio
Garrett Denniston
David Dethlefs
Brian Dettmann
Virginia Deucher
Karen Diamond and William Lefurgy
Ann Dibble
Dr. John  and Mrs. Ellen Dickens
Carla Dickstein
Miranda Dillinger
Forrest Dillon
Martina Dittmar
Steven and Susan Dobieski
James H. Doble
Lois Dodd
Stanley Dodge
Diane Dodge
Donalee Dolan
Sharon Donaghy
Briony Donahue
Charlene Donahue
Kimberley  Donnelly
William B. Dorman
Dale and Nancy Dorr
Linda and Norman Doucette
Amy Dowley
Frances Downey
Katie Drees
Gretchen Driscoll
Lucia Droby and Rick Burns
Daniel Dube and Shanti Deschaine*
Kelley and Eric Duffy
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Anne and Klaus Florey
Grace Folger
Footloose Trust
Merry and Les Fossel
Susan Foster
David and Colleen Foster
Janet Fowle
Christine Fowler
Theodore Fowler
Marty Fox and Thyle Shartar
Doug and Patrice Fox
Frank and Michele Frallicciardi
Diane Frank
Susan Frawley
Joan and Lowell Freiman
Steve French Sr.
Steven French
Chris and Anne Frost
Dara Fruchter
Beth Furth
Sara Gagan
Edward and Margaret Gagnon
Adele Gale
Dora Galitzki
Kimberly Gallagher
Nicholas and Eugenia Gallagher*
Elizabeth and Shawn Gallagher
Adrienne Gallant
Jerold and June Gallant
Jennifer and Andrew Gallogly
Peter Galvin and Cynthia Elkins
Jerry Gannelli
Janine Garceau
Garden Club of Wiscasset
Jennifer  Garron*
Steven Gaskin
Bob and Nancy Gault
George and Molly Gearn
Dennis  Gears
Stephen Geer
Karen and Robert George
Ronald and Anne Gerrish
Michael Gersten
Alison Geyer
Thomas and Delph Gillette
Bruce and Polly Gillie
Robert Brian Gillie
Elizabeth Gilmore
Rosemarie Giordano
Kevin Gish
Betsy and Peter Giustra
Carolyn Giustra
Zina Glazebrook
Boynton Glidden
Peter and Susan Glueck
Timur Gok
Jessica Goldfin
Timothy Goltz and Karen Kleinkopf
Barbara and Bob Goodman
Claudia Goodwin
Liza and Noah Gottlieb*
Martha Gottlieb
Katherine Goznikar
John Grabill
Steve and Colleen Graffam
Steven and Laura Graham

Martha Grant
Carla Grant
Richard and Linda Green
Emily Greenberg
Meaghen and Tim Greene
E Kelley Greenlaw
Dale Griffin
Mark Griffin
Wendy Griswold
Kathleen and Neil Gross
Todd and Mary Grove
Kari and Bill Guddeck*
Bill and Rosey Guest
Patty and Michael Gustafson*
Fred Guterl
James Haddow
Robert W. and Kim F. Haeberle
Bonnie Jean Haeger*
Eric Hafener
Joseph Hafer and Margaret Cady
Michael Hale
Brian and Cora Hall
Paula and John Hall
David Hall and Hannah Jones*
Michael Hall
Briana Halliwell
Becky Hallowell
Barred Owl Creamery at Hamilton Farm
Evelyn Hammond
Stanley and Susannah Haney
Todd Hanson
Carolyn Hardman and Richard Roosa
Timothy and Eileen Harkins
Tracy Harkins
Leon and Cynthia Harkleroad
Hannah Harm*
Janice Harmeier
Maurice Harmon
Cheryl Harrington and Dennis Harnish
Anne and Eldon Harris
Gaura Harrison*
Jane Harrison*
Kevin Hart

Stephen Hart
Kathleen Harte Gilsenan and Jim Gilsenan
Karen Harter and Leo Scheidl
Elli Hartig
Herb Hartman and Lucy Martin
John and Sharon Hartmann
Hendrick and Jane Hartsuiker
Shelley Hartz
Deborah Hatch and Rebecca Grover
Vern Spinosa and Missy Hatch

Elsa Haugen
Tina Hayes*
Tania Hayes
Suzanne Hearn
Richard Heath and Barbara Oesterlin-Heath
Dede and Ken Heath
Anna Hebert*
Lisa Helms*
Hemlock Park Association
Rob Hemsley
Melissa Henahan
Mary Hendrichs
Joan Hendricks Garvan*
Clark and Beverly Hering
Jeannette Herrmann
Robert E. Hersom
Jim and Debby Hidu
Emily Higgins
Michael Higgins
Meradith and Bill Hill
Bob Hills
Alan Hills*
Peg Hobbs and Leo Karczewski
David Hoder
Sandra Hodge
Philip Hodgkins
Jim Hodgkins
Nora Hoesing*
Kass Hogan and Jeff Cherry
Emily Anne and William Holly
Stephanie Holmes
Nancy Holmes
Brittney Honisch
Christine Hopf-Lovette
Bill and Christy Hopkins
Nate Hopkins and Virginia Campbell
Sarah E. Horne and William F. Pierpont Grose
Sarah and Kenneth Houghton
Andrea Houser
Donna Howarth
Leonard J. and Susan Howell
Mark and Holly Howland
David and Denise Hoyle
Ellen Hubbard
Sarah Hubert
Peter Huff
Robert and Pamela Hull
Melissa Hunnibell
Sherrill Hunnibell
Maxine Hunter
Charles and Rosemary Huntington*
Tom and Katie Huntington
Denise Hurst*

Carolyn Hutchins
Jane Hutchinson
Nancy L. and Charles Huus
Anna Hymanson
Michael Hynes
Peter Ilgenfritz
Stephanie Irving*
Margaret Jack
Nancy Jackson and Mustafa Alahwel
Joan Jackson
Martha Jackson
Katharine Jacobs
Charles and Cynthia Jacobs
Joyce James
Corin James
Adam Jeffers
Patricia Jennings and James Hatch
Bob and Jan John
Katherine W Johnson
Karen and Christopher Johnson
Mary and Peter Johnson
Meagan Johnson
Susan Johnson Currier
Mark Johnston
Gladys Johnston
Max Joles
Judy and Wilton Jones
Shawn Jones
Addie and Jeremy Joslyn
Alison Jourdet
Casey Joyce
April and William Jubett*
Rebecca Judd
Cecily Kahn and David Kapp
Emily Kalina
Peter and Jacalyn Kamenstein
Justin and Ashley Kangas
Jim Bean and Lynne Kaplowitz
Jared and Lynn Kass
Lisa Katz and Edward Seidel
Lawrence Keating and Janet Masland
Helen G. Keating
Michael and Nancy Keblin
Robert Keeble
William and Sally Keen
Nicholas and Susan Keen
Allison Keeton
Wynne and Michael Keller
Joseph and Jacqueline Keller
A. Preston Kelly
Michael and Narindar Kelly
C. Robert Kelly
Paul Kelly
Meghan Kennedy*
Peter Kennedy
Jay Kennedy
Sheila Kennedy
Susan and Thomas Kent
Gordon and Marilyn Kenyon
Janis Kerch
George and Elaine Keyes
Janice and Anthony Kilburn
Ellen Kiley
Jennifer Kinney
Brandan Kinney
Peter Kirchgraber and Lisa Logan

Support up to $250 continued...
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Kathleen Duhnoski and Carolyn Fuhrer
Shauna and Jim Dunn
Catherine Durand
Vincent and Suzanne Dwyer
Dyan Dyer
Susan Dyer
Edward Earle
Alan and Linda Eastman
Susan and Nelson Eby
Lawrence Edelman
Patricia Egan and Peter Hegeman
Barbara and Edgar Einhorn
Richard Elder
Alison Elder*
Fay Eldred
Jennifer Eldridge

Hildy Ellis*
Jean English and Dennis Sidik
Gavin English
Janis and James Ennis
Gayle Erdheim and Mark Eckert
Rosa Ergas
Kay Etheridge
Cory Ethridge*
William and Lori Evans
Michael Ewing
Hannah Fake
Jessica Falconer*
Craig Fanning
Lynn Farnham and Sally Thompson
Jennifer Farnsworth*
Susan Farrell*
Kelly Farris and Anthony Pono
Michael Fask
Nicole Favreau
Myla Fay
Jim and Janice Feather
Jill Feeney
Rhonda Feiman and Petra Hall
Lynn Feindel
Chris Ferguson and Deby Johnson
William Fick
Karen and Tim Fiedler
Anna Fiedler*
Ashley Field
Miles Fish, III
Anne FitzGerald
Martha and Frederick Flanagan
Amy Flanagan and David Flanagan
Elizabeth Flanagan
Robert, Bonnie and Alicia Flis
Bill Flood
Cynthia Flores

Deborah D. Kirk
Charlotte Kirkpatrick
Kelley Kirwin
Susan Kistenmacher and Mark Kuenig
Don Kleiner
Lauren Klimoff
Carol Knapp
Thomas and Karen Knox
Robert and Emily Kohl
Jessica Kohl Kanwit
Lauren Kohut
Chester Kolota
Jolana Kondrc
Edith Konesni
Nathan S. Korzenik
Greg Koski and Anne Fogarty
Hannah Koski and Chad Houser
Margo Kovach
Stephen Kress
John and Wendy Krueger
Anna Krueger
Robbie Kryl

Margaret Kuras
Peggy Kuras
Andy and Lynn Lackoff
Amanda Lacy
Elizabeth Ladner*
Janet Lafleur
Nicole and Joshua Lafrenaye
Anya Lagasse and Megan Breece
Michael Laing and Charlotte Davenhill
Brenda and Howard Lake
Lake Shore Park Association
Claude and Linda Laliberte-Cote
Joseph Lamacchia
Julie Lamy and Ramunas Stepanauskas
Marty and Bob Landorf
Milo Lani-Caputo
David Lanman
Cassie Larcombe
Kristin Lash
Mary and Jim Lassen
Mark Lathrop
Margaret Laughlin
Lucian Laurie
Martha and Joe Lavendier
Gary Lawless and Beth Leonard
Tom Lawton*
Elaine Lazarus
Mark Lazzari
Tracy and Chris Leavitt
Vernon and Helga LeCount
Edgar Lecuyer
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Andrea and Michael Perko
Sarah Peskin and William Kelley
Alan and Susan Peterson
Mark Peterson and Jane Margolis
Lynne Petrillo
Tiffany Petrino
Chester and Virginia Pettey
Megan Phillips
Amanda Phipps
Henry Phyfe
Lori Pickering
Kelsey Pickering
Barbara Pike
Erin Pike
Candace Pinkham
Marianne Pinkham
Ethan Podell
Elaine Poirier
Carol Pollitt
Aloisia Pollock
Ben Popken
Melissa  Poresky*
Kaela Porter
Drew and Thomas Porter
David and Kathleen Pratt
Cheryl L. Pratt
Marilyn and Gil Prawer
Mike and Amy Preston
S. Warren and Jacquelyn Price
Heather Priest
Kris Jespersen Prindle
Ewa Prokopiuk
Robert Proulx
Lucy Quimby and Geoffrey Gratwick
Susan Quimby and Steven Bourey
Ella Quintrell
Daniel Rackauskas
R G Randall
Deborah Rapp
Jeremy Ravenelle
Suhasini Ravi
Alex Ray-Weber and Joan Ray
John and Soo Reber
Allyson Redhunt
Stacey Rees
Elizabeth and Thomas Reichard
Marie Reimensnyder
Henry Reisner
Nicholas Repenning
Marlene Reuben
Lillian Rhodes
Air Rhodes
Jean Riccardi

Sumner Richards
Fred and Eve Richardson
Nancy and Lynn Rider
Claire Riser
Max and Jennifer Ritchie
Thea Ritter
Richard Rizza and Dina Smith
William and Sonnie Robb
Jo Ann Robbins
Karen Robbins
Paula and Chris Roberts
Jodie Cable Roberts
Rit and Claire Roberts
Leia Roberts
Kristen Roberts*
Abbie Roberts
Kimberly Robertson
Chris and Carol Robins
Emily Robinson
Jonathan Robinson
Ben Robinson
Charles Robinson
Will Robinson*
Anne and William Roche
Doreen Rockel
Erin and Michael Rodrigues
Teresa Rodriguez
Gusta Ronson
Regina Rooney
Karen Rose
Teresa Roth
Rich and Mimi Roughgarden
Juanita Roushdy
Bev Roxby
Michele Roy*
Max Rubin
Thomas Ruggerio
Angela and Andy Russ
Helen Russell
James and Susan Russo
Benjamin Ruth
Joel and Sophie Ruttenberg
Andrew and Laurel Ryder*
S.P. Day Builders
Marie Sacks
Jamie Saft*
Hal Salzman
Bev and Al Sampson
Pearl Sapirstein
Colin Sarsfield
Joan and Bill Sartoris
Kathy Sarver
Ann Schaer

Support up to $250 continued...
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Chris Mulligan
Janelle Munson-McGee
Rachel Murphy and Reginal Lebel*
Tim and Claire Murphy
Ben Muskin
Anna Myers
Jo Ann and Wayne Myers
Daniel Myssyk
Mary and Robert Nash
Kendra Nash
Tucker Neale*
Don Nichols and Linda Nichols
Linda Nichols
Randall Nichols
Ian Nichols
Mary Nichols
Patrick and Laura Nicholson
Judy Nielsen
Leah and Katherine Nook Frost
Linda Norman
Natalie Norris
Jeffrey and Mary Norwood
Susanna Norwood-Burns
Jacqueline Nowell
Karl Nowosielski
Kirsten J. Nunery
Nurse at the Helm Insurance*
Jillian O'Brien
Kaylie Borden O'Brien
Julia O'Brien-Merrill
Steven and Kathleen Ocean
Jeff Oehlert and Sarah Bartz*
Teri and David Olane
Julie Olbrantz
Susan and Chad Olcott
James Oliver*
Joanne Omang and David Burnham
John and Julianne Opperman
Claudia Orff-Reed and Dennis Reed
David J. Ortiz
Andrew Osborne
Constance Ostis
Jeffrey Pacheco
Michael Pahl
Nilaya Palmer
Tara Paluck and Matthew Servilio
Thomas and Frances Papell
Karin and Jason Paquin
Elna and Charles Parke
Pamela Parker*
Anna Parker
Gregory Parker
John and Pat Parks
Elsa Parson
Steve Patton and Lise Hanners
Sandy and Marc Paulsen
Raymond Payson
Karen L. Paz
Sally and Harry Pearce
Katherine Pennington
Kristin and Christopher Pennock
Stephen Peoples*
Judith Pepper and John Mourovic
Christy Perce
Gunnar A. Perkins
Kathleen Perkins

Beth McCabe
Molly McCabe and Brian Gagnon
Alexa McCallum
Carrie McColgan
Anna McConnell
Dale McCormick
Janet McCormick
Kelly McCormick
Sarah McCrimmon
Elizabeth McFarland*
Scot McFarlane
Hannah and James McGhee
Maria Mcguiggan
Maggie McInerney
Angela McIntyre
Jennifer McIvor and Sage Kosky
Jennifer McKane
Isabel McKay
Deena and David McKellar
Danielle McKissick
Julia and Andrew McLeod
Janet McMahon and Chris Davis
Lauren McReel
Jennifer Meade
Alessandro Medici
Libby Meier
Jeffrey Melanson and Suzanne Uhl-Melanson
Angela Mellon
John and Carole Merrifield
Dennis and Nancy Merrill
Sandra and Thomas Merten
Luke Mess and Leah Reddy
Keith Mestrich
John Meyer*
Anne and Barbara Meyer and Rod Southwick
Dan and Kate Michael
Jody and Gerald Michaud*
Mid-Maine Millwork, Inc.
Malissa Milden
Richard Miller and Phyllis Ellsworth
David and Sharon Miller
Kathleen Curtin and Mark Miskovsky
Jared Mitkus
Ted and Delia Mohlie
Carolynn Molleur
Patricia and Raymond Montana
John Monterisi and Cheryl Hutt
Arnold R. Moody
Stephen Moody
Bill and Karen Mook
Sandra Moore
David Moore and Eva Birk
Karen and Sean Moran
Paul Moreau
Mary Morgan
Garvin Morris
Rachael Morris*
Sylvia Morrison
William Morrison, Sr.
Kay Morrow
Charlie Morse and Barbara Warner
Celeste Mosher and Jason Nehrboss
Stephen and Sharon Mosley
David Moss
John Day and Tessa Muehllehner
Aubrey Mueller

Eve Leeman
Robert and Karen LeGendre
Peter Lemon
Kurt Lennig
Dave and Becky Lenz
Dan Marra and Barbara Leonard
Heather Leslie
James and Lynda Letteney
Katherine Lewis*
Tim Libby and Katrina Mascolo
Telisa Libby
Anne McCaskill Libis
Ann and Warren Liburt
Janice and David Liddell
Zoe Lidstrom
Thomas and Karyn Lie-Nielsen
Lie-Nielsen Toolworks
Edward Lincoln, III
Kenneth and Caril Anne Lincoln
Mr. and Mrs. J. Kenneth Lincoln, Jr.
Kay and Peter Liss
Gerard and Carolyn Locke
Richard Loerzel
Debbie Loffer
Pam Lombard
Jodi Long Godes
Anthony and Ruth Lopreato
Ellen Lord
Richard Lorenson
Leslie Lorentzen
Jeff Lovejoy
Caleb Love-Webb
Stephen Ludwig
Debora Ludwig
Carolyn Lukensmeyer
Winston Lumpkins IV
Jesse Lundquist
Jon Luoma and Cathy Johnson
John and Martha Lynch
Dwight E. Lynn
Meredith Lynt and Adam Bullard
Paul MacDonald
Samantha MacMaster
Alison Macmillan
Marc Madore Molunkus
Stephen and Adrienne Major
Judith Maloney
Carol Manley
Megan and Matthew Pryor*
Anthony Marino
Michael and Linda Marmer
Eileen Marolla and Charles Sterne
Chris and Susan Bakaley Marshall
Garrett Martin
Brian and Ginger Martin
Quinn Martin
Josephine Martone
Peter and Carolyn Maruhnic
Susan Weiser and George Mason
Glenn Mason
Dana Mastroianni
Carissa Maurin
Michael Maxim
Natasha Mayers
Leah McBreairty
Terry and Moira McCabe

Rebecca Schaffner and Jose Hernandez-Juviel
Paul Schlein
Chris and Michele Schmidt*
Cory Schnaible
Russ and Ann Schneider
Margaret Schuler
Rebecca Schultz
Joan and William Scollo
James Scott
Jennifer Scott
Libbey Seigars and Steve Spencer
Kayda and Sam Selby
Louis and Catherine Sell
Donna Senkbeil
Jenine Serviolo and Brian Pollard
Chris Sewall
Caroline Shanti
Tracey Shea*
SheBeSki Fund; Dan Sheline and Ruth Bender
Susan Shell
Shelley's Flowers and Gifts
Amelia Shenstone
David and Rebecca Shepherd
Jeffrey Sherwood
Laura and Vanessa Shields-Haas
Georgia and John Shipman
Jean and Thomas Shippee
Jeffrey and Kris Shula
Andrew Shultz
Matthew Shyka
Jenny Siebenhaar
Tyler Sildve*
Julia Simon
Jane and William Simonds
C. Beury and Eleanor Simons
Laurie Sims
Martha Sinclair
Alison Sirois
Charles Fletcher and Liz Sizeler
Nancy Slobodnik
Risa Small
Cynthia and Robert Smith
Clyde E Smith Jr
JB Smith
Jean Smith and Ted Lane*
Stephen C. and Mary Lou Smith
Karen Smith
Jane Smith
Edith Smith
Elizabeth and Bruce Snider
Shane Snowdon
Kate Sobczak
Laura Sofen*

31 32MIDCOAST CONSER VANCY THE DRIFT   |    SPRING 2022



In Memory of Roland S. Barth     
    Davies Allan and Nancy Shaul
    Meg and Victor Atkins
    John and Maggie Atwood
    Ashley Baldwin and Kyle Markmann
    Joseph Barth and Doreen Conboy
    Seth Bolduc and Lucy Atkins
    David and Gail Buczkowski
    Alice Carey
    Alnoba Cilley
    Vickery Cleaves and Paul Lazarus
    John Conboy
    Sally and Jim Crissman
    William and Sylvia Dalke
    Elizabeth and Gordon Davis
    Carla Dickstein
    Brett and Priscilla Donham
    Marcia Drenzyk
    Gerry and Suki Flanagan
    Carol Gardner and Xavier Comas
    Eleanor Goldberg and Malcolm Burson
    Betsey B. Hall
    Gary and Connie Hayward
    Michael Herz and Kate Josephs
    Paul and Maureen Hoffman
    Deborah Hughes and William Wood
    Caroline Davis Janover
    Cathy Johnson and John Llumoa

    Thomas Keller and Sue Allen
    Michael Kelly
    Robert Lightfoot and Sue Walker
    Susanne K. Meidel and Phil Yund
    Kay Morrow
    Tracy Moskovitz and Bambi Jones
    Linda Norman
    Buck O'Herin and Lisa Newcomb
    Steve Patton and Lise Hanners
    Dr. David Pratt
    Mike and Amy Preston
    Dorothy Trueman Renda
    Hugh Riddleberger and Louise McIlhenny
    Jonathan and Judith Robbins
    Teresa Rodriguez
    Susan Russell
    Honor and Sandy Sage
    Janet Shipman and Jay Cushman
    Laurie Simpson
    James and Catherine Smith
    Joanne and Robert Steneck
    David and Paula Swetland
    Judy Tunkle
    Bernard van der Hoeven
    David and Kathryn Villano
    David Wright and Carole Cifrino
    Callie Wronker and Steven Urkowitz

Support up to $250 continued...
Honorary Gifts

Memorial Gifts

Tribute Gifts     

In Honor of Ashley Baldwin and 
Kyle Markmann
    Lorraine and Peter Baldwin
    
In Honor of Eleanor Breckenridge     
    Alan Breckenridge
    
In Honor of Ruby and Hart Campbell     
    Colin Campbell
    
In Honor of Dana Getchell     
    Maribeth and Bart Hammer
    
In Honor of Gordon and Gladys Landon     
    Mark Wallner
    
In Honor of Elaine Lazarus     
    Margery Lazarus
    
In Honor of Margery Lazarus     
    Elaine Lazarus
    
In Honor Midcoast Conservancy's  
Amazing Staff
    Jody Jones and Jack Witham
    
In Honor of Nate and Sadie Leigh     
    Clark and Beverly Hering

In Honor of Jessie McCabe      
    Beth McCabe
    
In Honor of Molly McCabe      
    Terry and Moira McCabe
    
In Honor of Terry McCabe     
    Beth McCabe
    
In Honor of Susan Russell and 
her Garage-mahal     
    Maranda Nemeth
    
In Honor of Melliss K. Swenson     
    Lisa Williams
    
In Honor of Mari Tiwari    
    Elizabeth Flanagan
    
In Honor of Marty Welt    
    Jessica Welt‑Betensky
    
In Honor of Kirk F. White    
      Anonymous
    
In Honor of Amanda Widing      
    Kathleen Welter

September 17, 2021 to March 24, 2022
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Carl Solberg
Gail Solomon
Irene Somerville
Claire Sommer
Joan Sommers*
Rick Son*
Robert Eskridge and Jean Sousa
Barbara Spalding
Janet and Bob Spear
Jessie Spector and Logan Higger*
Paula Spector
C.J. Spotswood
Spring River Horticulture
Erinkate Springer*
Nancy and Gary Stadtlander
Abby Stamelman Hocky
Joseph Staples
Julian Stearns
Susan Goodwille Stedman
Megan Steele
Leyla Steele
Lisa and Thomas Steele-Maley
Heather Steeves
Charles and Roseann Stepnowski
Janet Stetser
Kathryn Stevens
Debbie Stevenson
Ken and Ali Stevenson*
Erica Stewart
Abraham Stimson
Doris Stockly
Terry Stockwell
Nancy Stoltz*
Gary and Bonnie Stone
Vicky and Nick Stoneman
Lee Stover*
Stephen Stratton
Anna Strickland
Joan Sturmthal and Jon Lund
Heather and  Will Sugg*
Susan and Michael Sullivan
Jeff and Angela Sullivan
Mary Sullivan
Josh Sullivan
Steven Sulzer
Jennifer Surgenor
Kathi Sutton and Steve Pellecchia
Steven Sylvester
Luke Szymanski
Lynn and Deb Talacko
Jeremy Tardif
Sherry Tash and Harold Hainke
Mea Tavares
David Taylor*
Kathryn Temple
Paul and Julie Tenan
Derickson Tensen
Carrie Thackeray
Bruce Thaler and Elaine Silverstein
Anne Marie Tharpe and James Scott Kramka
Sophia Thayer
The Uproot Pie Company
Clay Theberge
Melinda Thibeault
Zoe and Josh Thomas
Bobi-Jo Thomas*

Beverly and Robert Thomas
James and Cheryl Thompson
Mark Thompson
Amy Thompson
Richard and Jeannie Thompson
Herb Thomson and Julie Erb
Kathleen Thornton
Jason Thyen
Tracy Tibbetts
Geoff Tilden
Rebecca Tilden and David Laemmle
Tyler and Marcia Tingley
Doug and Maria Todd
Bianca and Stephen Tomacelli
Simon Tomko
Elizabeth Tonon and Claude Anderson
Jim and Theta Torbert
William Towle*
Kelsey Towle*
Town of Washington
Judy and Charlie Tozloski
Genevieve Trafelet
Kevin Trainor*
Sharon Treat
Frank Trocco
Alyson True
Timothy and Katherine Trumbauer
Jason Tuorila and Jennifer Goldberg
John Twomey and Leigh Norcott
Caroline and Dan Tyson
Craig Urwin*
John and Susie Valaitis
Kathleen van den Akker and Arie van den Akker
Bernard van der Hoeven
Ruth van Kampen
David and Carleen Vantine
Rebecca Varney
Joy Vaughan
Judith Vecchione and John Jeffery
Lisa Vinikoor
Vite and Linda Vitale
Lyle and Patty Voss
Sengmolicka Vuthy
David and Rebecca Waddell*
Mark Wagner
Richard Wahle and Carol Lariviere
Ben Wahle
Peter and Ann Wakeman
Deborah Walder
Terrill Waldman*
Hank Walker
Rory Wall
Ray Walsh
Dennis Walsh
Germaine Waltz
Dana Ward and Julia Karet
Hannah Ward
Washington Lakes Watershed Association
Richard and Carol Watson
Jennifer Watson
Heather Weaver*
Margaret Webb
Ed Weber
Muriel Webster
Dan and Luanne Weekes
Dave Weich

Elizabeth Wells
Lynn Wells
Jessica Welt-Betensky
Kathleen Welter
Priscilla Welter
Sarah Prince West
Penelope West
Frederick Weston
Elizabeth Weston and Eric Graul
JoElla Weybright
Benjamin Whatley
Sherry and Bobby Whear
Robert Wheeler
Howard Whitcomb and Annie Merrill
Elizabeth White
Lissa Widoff
Susan Wieluns
Nancy Wiener
Katherine Wilbur
Wildwood Shores Road Association
Jacquelin Wilen
Sharon Wilke
Catherine Wilkes
Scott Wilkinson
Julie Williams
Kari Williams
Fred and Barbara Williamson
William and Susan Williamson
Kathleen Wilson and Gretchen Jacobs
Anne and John Winchester
Windy Ledge Farm
Anita Wingert*
Diane Winn and Marc Payne
Eleanor C. Winslow
Gail Wippelhauser and Robert McIntire
Karin Wittmann
Wizard of Odds and Ends
Erin Wolfanger
Heather Wolfe
Robert Wolff
Ross and Kelsey Wollen
Maryann and Jon Wood
Alice Wood and Steven Falter
George Woodruff
Worth Real Estate Inc
Neil and Chelsee Wright
Tawnie Wright
Kathryn Wyatt
Heather Wyman
Patrick Wynne
Neal Yetman
Daniel Yoder
Alitha Young and Jim Barnes
Ian and Crystal Young
Paul Zahner
Freeman Zausner and Sun Min Lee
Peter and Bethany Zeeb
Susan Zelicoff
Jeffrey Zellers and Eileen McCarthy*
Barbara Zucchi and Donald Johnston

Warm summer sun,

    Shine kindly here,

Warm southern wind,

    Blow softly here.

Green sod above,

    Lie light, lie light.

Good night, dear heart,

    Good night, good night.

— Walt Whitman
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In Memory of Faith Howland     
    Susan and John Morris
    
In Memory of Bill and Margaret Judd     
    Paul and Diana Stevens
    
In Memory of Lois A. Lindell     
    Carlton Lindell
    
In Memory of Margaret “Peggy” Lord     
    Alice Phillips
    Barbara Saunders
    Claire and Eric Scott
    Beverly and Ron Smith
    Carl and Sally Stillwell
    
In Memory of Frances "Penny" Mistina     
    Katie Drees
    
In Memory of Rita Nichols     
    Hugh Riddleberger and Louise McIlhenny
    
In Memory of Ted and Terry Parsons    
    Gail and Glenn Bowman

In Memory of Willow Rowntree     
    Nicolette R. Grumbine, Jr.
    Hemlock Park Association
    Paul and Diana Stevens
    Howard Whitcomb and Annie Merrill

In Memory of Cliff Russell     
    Sheila Blair
    Mary Gittings Cronin
    Honor and Sandy Sage
    Ali Stevenson
    
In Memory of Richard “Ted” Wengren     
    Thomas Armstrong Sr.
    Karen Bradford
    Malcolm and Susan Collins
    Eleanor Goldberg and Malcolm Burson
    Paul and Maureen Hoffman
    Susan and John Morris
    David Moskovitz and Bambi Jones
    Olivia Overbey
    Tom and Jane Petrie
    Dr. and Mrs. Russell Ricci, the Ricci 
         Family Fund
    Honor and Sandy Sage
    Doris Stockly
    Nancy Wiener
    Callie Wronker and Steven Urkowitz

Memorial Gifts continued...

In Memory of Harlan Avery Bond     
    Michael Benton
    
In Memory of David Boring     
    Marty and Betty Welt
    
In Memory of Paul Daiute     
    Mark Johnston
    
In Memory of Nancy Ellis Duffy     
    Leonard Duffy
    Brenda Grosse Goth
    Paula and John Hall
    Spring River Horticulture
    Janice and Anthony Kilburn
    Marie Martin
    Marilyn and Glenn Morus
    Sandy and Marc Paulsen
    Lynne Petrillo
    Mary Sheldon 
    Martha Sinclair
    
In Memory of Mary Louise Faunce     
    Kathleen Wilson and Gretchen Jacobs

In Memory of Sara “Sally” Catherine Hilton     
    Gretchen Driscoll
    Susan Frawley
    Herb Luther
    Erin and Michael Rodrigues

V O LU N T E E R
Lend your time and talent to any of the myriad volunteer oppor-
tunities! Our trail crews do the important work of keeping our 
preserves well maintained, water quality monitors help us keep 
our rivers and lakes clean, and our invasive plant teams tackle 
terrestrial invaders. Many hands make light work at our events, 
which include our Toast to the Midcoast fundraisers, Live Edge 
music festival, Race Through the Woods trail race and more!

YO U R  S U P P O R T  M AT T E R S !

w h e r e  i n  t h e  m i d c o a s t ?

H O W  D O E S  T H E  W O R K  O F  C A R I N G  F O R  H E A LT H Y  L A N D S ,  H E A LT H Y 
WAT E R S ,  A N D  H E A LT H Y  CO M M U N I T I E S  AC R O S S  M I D COA S T  M A I N E 
H A P P E N ? W I T H  YO U R  S U P P O R T !

M E M B E R S H I P
Join Midcoast Conservancy to provide monthly or annual dona-
tions and enjoy the benefits of membership, including regular 
communications, The Drift publication twice a year, discounts 
on workshops and courses, and a whopping 40% off huts and 
the yurt at Hidden Valley Nature Center! 

Visit https://bit.ly/303qObt to become a member today!

Do you recognize this  beautiful  spot?  Need a hint?  It 's  nex t  to a  newly-
conser ved proper t y where our  Ear th Day clean-up recovered over  400 
t ires  in  one long,  volunteer-powered day!  Go to the Newsroom on the 
website to read about the effor t,  and get  more clues about where this 
photo was taken.  Email  Al i@midcoastconser vanc y.org with your  guess, 
and feel  free to share a  photo of  a  myster y spot  that  we might use to 
stump future readers!
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Cover  Photo:  Sheepscot  R iver  in  Sheepscot  Vi l lage
Photographer:  Leah Sprague

290 US Route 1
PO Box 439  
Edgecomb, ME 04556 
www.midcoastconservancy.org


